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Over the past couple of days, | have participated in two fu-
nerals. Normally, when | am asked to attend or officiate a
funeral, it is a joy for me, because | have the privilege to cele-
brate the victory Christ has won for us over sin and death.
As a pastor, | am in a unique position to proclaim words of
comfort to friends and family, knowing that Christ has paved
the way for us into eternal bliss, and that we will be able to
join Him in heaven when we are called to glory.

But sometimes, | have mixed emotions at the time of a fu-
neral. This is largely because sometimes, when looking for
fruits of the Spirit, | am hard pressed to find much fruit while
kicking around under the dead stump that was once the liv-
ing tree of someone’s life. It makes a funeral harder for me
when it's difficult to find much “fruit” or evidence of faith.
Both of the funerals | participated in were for people who
hadn’t darkened the door of a church for a long, long time,
possibly decades. Their friends and family reassure them-
selves by saying that so-and-so was indeed a Christian, but
there is little “fruit of the Spirit” to stake that claim upon.
Don’t get me wrong here. In no way do | suppose to pass
judgment upon those who die after a long hiatus from
Christ’s body, the Church. At difficult times like these, | am
reminded of parables such as “The Prodigal Son," Luke 15)
“The Workers in the Vineyard,” (Matthew 20) and Jesus’
claim to be the Good Shepherd who leaves the 99 safe sheep
in the stable, to go and find the one who has lost its way
(John 10, Matthew 18). Each of these passages comfort me
and are very reassuring passages of forgiveness for those
who unexpectedly lose a loved one who appears to have
possibly fallen from the faith.

All of us, even | as your pastor and the most faithful of our
members, are guilty of despising God’s Word in some way or
another. Any time we have difficulty dragging ourselves out
of bed to go to church, fail to spend time in God's Word, or
even stay-up too late watching television to say a prayer
before going to sleep, we are guilty of breaking the third
commandment. This reminds us that we need forgiveness
for this sin, just as much as those who are MIA from the
church for such a long time. They, and us, are only saved by
the free forgiveness that Christ has won for us upon the
cross and delivers to us in His Word, in our baptism, and in
the Lord’s Supper.

Because God loves all of His children so much that He gives
us free forgiveness in His Son Jesus Christ when we gather
together around His Word in worship, we all ought to be very
concerned about those who, for whatever reason, don’t see
the need to join us in worship. We are very concerned be-
cause we know how badly we need God'’s gifts for the
strengthening of our faith.

We're all under assault of the devil, the world and our own
sinful flesh 24/7. If they have their way, they’ll deceive or
mislead us into false belief, despair and other great shame
and vice. In other words, they'll lead us down a path to hell,
if God doesn’t intervene to save us.

For this reason, you will see in next month’s newsletter a
long list of our members who, according to our church re-
cords, haven’t attended church in over a year. The elders
and pastors are charged with the spiritual oversight of our
congregation, but we are all concerned about these souls. If
one of your loved-ones is on the list, it doesn’t mean that
we're trying to, “kick them out of the church.” We are pub-
lishing these names because we want to reach out to them
and find out why they haven’t been here. We want them to
come back so that their faith can he recharged by God’s gifts.
The elders are writing letters and trying to encourage them
to return to worship with us, but the most effective way for
us to reach-out is for someone they know, love and respect
to talk to them.

The last thing anybody wants to do, is to see some of these
people removed from membership of our congregation be-
cause they’ve chosen to stop coming to church. That being
said, if we never hear from someone despite encouragement
to return to worship, they are in danger of losing the free gift
of faith that gives them eternal life and salvation. Whenever
someone is causing themselves great spiritual harm in this
way, we would be hurting them if we didn’t do anything
about it.

That is why we will be encouraging all of the people listed in
the bulletin this month to return to worship with us. If any-
one from this list is removed from the rolls at the end of the
year, it will be because they have refused to hear God's
Word and receive His gifts, not because we haven't encour-
aged them with the Word of God. They won’t be “kicked-
out.” They will have taken themselves off the rolls by refus-
ing to come to worship.

Hopefully, by working together to bring our sons and daugh-
ters, friends and other relatives who've been absent from
our pews for a long time back to worship; we won’t have to
experience another uncomfortable funeral, or struggle with
wondering if one of our loved ones is “still a Christian,” be-
cause we haven't seen them in worship for so long. Your
pastors and elders hope that by working together, we can

get some of those missing sheep back into the fold. In hopes 2SF

that once they’re back, we’ll all rejoice in growing closer to

Christ and closer to each other by receiving God'’s gifts and

sharing them with others here at Redeemer. Blessings!
Pastor Dan Lepley
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Y KIDS FOR CHRIST FELLOWSHIP CLUB

_ Kids for Christ will meet on April Adults of All Ages—
925y, . 2 e .
VRV gt from 6:30—7:30 pm for their Easter Fellowship Club is holding its April

meeting in the backroom of Ryans

party. The last Kids for Christ for the season will be

on April 22nd. This will be a final party WITH their Steak House on April 19th at 6:00

p-m. Please join us for fellowship, fun and fine

food.

Prayer Pals so please plan to come and spend some
time with each other. Details about the final party

will be coming.

5TH ANNUAL SPAGHETTI SUPPER & AUCTION
APRIL 26TH AT 4:30 PM
DAKOTA RIDGE, SEYMOUR, IN
Music provided by Elements of Jazz
Live Auction led by Paul Nay
Ticket Cost: Couple—s$30; Family—$35; Senior—$12; Adult—$18

Menu: Spaghetti, Garlic Bread, Salad, Dessert

Sponsored by Redeemer Lutheran Church Parochial Board of Education

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS

Beginning on April 19th, Pastor Currao will be leading a combined Adult Sunday school class. Itis a
video based study called “Answers Academy Biblical Apologetics for Real Life.” Increasingly Christians
are faced with attacks by the world about the authority and accuracy of the Bible. We are often faced
with questions like, “How can there be a loving God in the midst of all this death and destruction?”
“Hasn’t science proven that there is no God?” The aim of this course is to provide “Biblical apologetics
for real life” by enabling you to answer the questions the world is asking about the authority and accu-
racy of the Bible. To order the right number of participant workbooks please sign the sheet on the infor-

mation table in the fellowship hall.
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SPRING HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
RUMMAGE SALE April 5, Palm Sunday 8:00 & 10:30
APRIL 23RD, 8:00-4:00 Apr-il 9, Maundy Thunisday, 7:00 p.m.
April 10, Tre Ore Service, 12-3:00 p.m.
APRIL 24TH, 8:00 - 12:00 April 10, Tenebrae Service, 7:30 p.m.
Please bring your clean and in April 12, Easter Sunrise Service, 6:30 a.m.
good repair rummage to the church on Wednes- Senior High Youth Breakfast, 8:00 a.m.

day, April 22nd. For more information please Easter Festival Service, 10:30 a.m.

contact Deloris Wessel at 522-7837. ==

“

ADULT CONFIRMATION

On April 4th, Robert Smith, Jeffrey Fields, Morganne Brummett and Luke Brummett will be baptized.
On Sunday, April sth, Robert, Jeffrey, and Morganne will be received into membership at the 10:30 ser-
vice. Please be sure to congratulate them and welcome them into our church family here at

Redeemer.

May 3rd at the 10:30 service.
We congratulate the following members.

! 2009 8TH GRADE CONFIRMATION CLASS
|l Er This year Redeemer will be confirming eleven confirmands on
| —
III Hannah Barker, daughter of Tom & Laura Barker
Alison Carpenter, daughter of Daniel & Robin Carpenter
Alexis Cain, daughter of Jonathan Cain and Tracy Cain
Emily Currao, daughter of Rev. Andy & Donna Currao
Logan Johnson, daughter of Derek & Connie Johnson
Chandler Miller, son of Mike & Amy Miller
Zachary Moore, son of Jon & Tracie Moore
Abigail Morrow, daughter of Gerald & Jo Beth Morrow
Gray Nelson, son of John & Christine Nelson
Stefan Price, son of Melissa Alexander and Donnie Price
Patrick Reedy, son of Brian & Sara Reedy
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WONDER WHAT MAKES US LUTHERAN?

Why do we believe what we believe? Brothers of John the Steadfast is a new confessional
Lutheran group which is starting reading groups all over the world for concerned Lutheran men who
want to know more about their faith. Pastor Lepley will be leading a semi-weekly study of the
Lutheran confessions at Dakota Ridge beginning the Tuesday after Easter and running the 2nd & 4th
Tuesdays at 8:00 p.m. We will read through the entire Book of Concord (an explanation and defense
of the Lutheran faith by the first Reformers) and discuss its importance and relevance for today’s
church. If interested, please call the church office or sign up in the Parish Hall by Palm Sunday so that
we can order books. The only cost is $30 for the book. Questions? Call Pastor Lepley, Kevin Kasting
or Joe Hildreth.

. - - ']
»  SENIORHIGHYOUTH |+ Senior High Youth meet UPCOMING EVENTS .
. » DODGEBALL TOURNAMENT every Sunday at 7:30 unless [+  April 24th & April 25th <
*  There are signup sheets for otherwise noted. 8th Grade Confirmation .
«  ourdodgeball tourneytobe [* On April 5th, Palm Sunday Retreat at Camp Lakeview
= held April 18th at Immanuel’s we will have a special Youth 2
=  old gym. There are divisions night. We will be celebrating |«  May 2nd, Confirmation .
. forJunior High, Senior High, baptismal birthdays and Review & Banquet .
= and Adults. Pick up your there will be a special sur- .
»  team registration from Pas- prise from “Talz McGee”!!!  |s  May 3rd Confirmation Sun-  «
= tor Lepley. Cost is $40 per day v
=  team and prizes will be JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH .
.  awarded! « Junior High Lock-Inwillbe |« Voter’s Meeting tentatively
2 held on April 3rd, from 7:00 set for May 24th following  *
« » SERVANTEVENTTO pm until 7:00 am the next the 10:30 service :
. MICHIGAN morning. Please bring $3 for %
. Sr. High Youth (including 8th pizza, one 2-liter of popand |[e May 25th Memorial Day, .
= grade confirmands) are plan- a snack to share. If you have Monday night church will be 7
: ning to go on the Servant Nerf weapons and ammo, changed to Tuesday, May  *
. Event trip to Michigan please bring those also. Join 26th .
- should sign up in the parish us and bring a friend!! :
. hall. The trip is planned for .
% July 18th—July 25th. Ifyou |e April 19th, 5:00-7:00pm, :
2 have any questions, call the Meeting at Youth House d
- office or Pastor Lepley. -
. Don’t miss out! e May 17th, 5:00-7:00 pm g
. Meeting at Youth House "
= * Senior High Bible Study, Sun- 5
. day evenings at 6:30 pm— e
= 7:30pm :

MU U MU A UL At
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GOD’S LITTLE LAMBS

On March 1, 2009

EMMY FAYE ENGELKING

was received into Christ’s family

through the sacrament of Holy Baptism.

She is the daughter of Josh & Carrie (Grelle) Engelking.
Her sponsors are David Grelle and Carol Caudill.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH (CLIFTY)

You are invited to attend the dedication of the new worship and education facility at St. Paul
(Clifty) Lutheran Church on Saturday, April 25th. Indiana District LCMS President Dan May will be the
preacher. The service will begin at 2:00 p.m. Pre-service music will begin at 1:30 p.m. A reception will
follow the service.

You are also invited to attend Festival Communion Services of Song on Sunday, April 26th at 8:00
and 10:45 a.m. Ft. Wayne Seminary President Dean Wenthe will be the preacher and the choral music
will be provided by the Kantorei of the Fort Wayne Seminary. Refreshments will be served between the
services.

ILS THRIVENT MATCHING FUND DONATIONS

Itis Immanuel’s School Board’s policy to give credit, in an amount equal to the contributor’s gift,
to the congregation of which the contributor is a member. The Thrivent matching portion is placed in a
fund that can be spent only for School purposes. Thrivent Matching funds help all congregations and
students. Past uses were: Computer upgrades, school expansion upgrade, Playground improvements,
Media Center, 7th grade lockers. So far Redeemer Thrivent members have donated $8,525.00 which will
eventually come off of our monthly tuition payments. This is a substantial benefit for our church and
thanks goes out to all who have and are contributing thus far. If you are a Thrivent member please
consider contributing to the matching funds program. Each policyholder can contribute up to $600 per
policy each year to two separate educational institutions and payments can be made at-and-to
Redeemer Lutheran Church, attn: ILS Thrivent Matching Funds.

Art Korte received word that the wife of Redeemer’s 2nd Pastor (1953-1955) KATHLEEN
JEANETTE FOELBER (nee Larsen) died on February 17, 2009. She and Pastor Loeber (still living) resided
in Seal Beach, California. They had four sons and three daughters. A memorial service was held at Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, Cypress, California. You can see his picture in Redeemer’s Confirmation Photo

Display.
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WE WISH LT T HOSE "ELEBRATING AP L BIRTHDA

BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS, OR WEDDING NIVERSAR
THE MOST BLESSED OF DA !

01  Diane Isaacs 17 Patty Curry 27 Doris Voss 14 Jozie Nicholson
Mark Holtman Trevor Wiggam Madeliene Moody 15 Patty Curry
02 April England 18 Nathan Williams James Disney Ryan M=lencan
i ; :
Sen It Buige Epploy Mary Duncan 16 Chandler Miller
Carson Polley Benjamin McClure ;
Marilyn Johnson Parker Waltz
03 Tina Theilen 19 Robert Schroer
Bertha Carr 17 Janet James
Karen Isaacs Danielle Shelley
Louis Duncan, Sr. Grover Robertson, Jr.
Madelyn N 20 G Mell
i SRR FRREER Paul Nay Chastity Clark
04 Lillian Barnett 21  Thomas Mellencamp )
Michael Hall Amy Juergens
Wendi Lepley 22 Ryan Otte
Greg Wilson, Jr. 18 Kevin Burbrink
06 Jim Miller Jennifer Carson
A I J 02  April England Hunter Hess
Patricia Lucas April Engleking
Patrick M, Matth: hadd
Jonathan Cain Colby Lukemeyer i hew
Teagin Branaman 23 Dakota Richart Jemeish Olgce £ (e Cile
07 Jim Davis 24 Juvonda Jones §3. Buck Blevis 21, JameBlevim
Melinda Acton Donna Griffith Braden Garrett Joe Joiner
08 Ron Henderson 25  Velma Wischmeier 05 GregKiste Mark Holtman
09 Jason Caudill Mary Jacoby Whitney Pottschmidt 22 Kiristy Fritsch
Lanci Lucas Gary Reedy 06  Ben Siefker 23 Bob Schmielau
Hannah Barker 26 DoraLee Campbell A B | i | 1171 Hildreth Steve Robinson
Emilee Followell Clyde Pennington 07 Cara Hess Alison Carpenter
10 Michael Acton 27 Korey Christopher Jenny Pridgen Isabell Knotts
10 I(el]y Dannettelle Tracy Cain 09 Krista Foster Ermly Robson
Leanna Burbrink Dissick Eaxiny 10 Martha Rindahl 24 Diane Isaacs
11 Beth Duncan Cassie Theilen
Heather Rowe 26 Alexis Cain
Janie McKain Taylor Royalty
) ; £ Max Burbrink Jonathan Cain
13 Carrie Henley 28  Zabrina Nicholson
. 11 Marti
14  Stacy Ramey 29 Bridget Longmeier s Gy
Mattelynn Nicholson 30 David Isaacs Josic Engleking 20 Agit Bt
15 Russell Branaman Daniel Carpenter Brady Cockerham Tyler Wischmeies
Ashley Disque Rick Clark 12 Becky Joiner Zachary Wischmeier
16 George Mellencamp Rhonda Mellencamp 13 Benjamin McClure 29  Carrie Henley
Brian Polley 14 Rowden Lemon Carson Polley
Jeremy Acton Grace Rebber
N e e e e e e e e e e e S e

03  Joni & Ryan Otte 09 Christine & John Nelson 21  Donna & Randy Kelley

04 Peggy & Robert Mellencamp Heather & Adam Garrett 23 Martha & Norman Rindahl

Elizabeth & Mike Hall

05 Agnes & Bill Dailey 11 Dorothy & Jim Miller

Nancy & Floyd Wehrkamp 15 Dona & Dick Barker Karen & Darren Sipes
06 Julie & Todd Neawedde 17 Mary & Ray Freeman 24 Kelly & Joe Royer
08 Rhonda & Steve Wetzel Lisa & James Seniours 28  Phyllis & Woodrow Turner
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SERVING THE MONTH OF APRIL

ACOLYTES SOUND BOOTH TELLERS NURSERY
1st Chelsey Klosterman | 1st 1st Mellencamp/Otte 5th Juvonda Jones
Becky Morris/
5th Chastity Clark Sth Lou %uncan 5th Royalty/Otte Jessica Schroer
Emerald Hays Ron Duncan
9th Rich Steele 9th Jones/Nelson 12th  Easter—Nursery
12th  Taylor Royalty (Sunrise) Open ,but unstaffed
Samantha Smith i 10th  Pollert/Wetzel
10th  BrianReady 19th Rachel Nay
19th  Gunner Kiel 12th  Pam Underwood 12th  Pollert/Burchell Misty & Taylor Royalty
Sabrina Pettay . (Easter Sunrise)
Brad Fisher 26th  Melanie Klakamp
26th  Jessica Wetzel . 19th  Burbrink/Clark Karen Sipes/
Hannah Barker o g:)c: aﬁe: It (Easter Festival) Mitzi Nesbit
26th  John Rebber 26th  Duncan/Wehrkamp
Brian Reedy
ELDERS: FLOWERS RADIO MARCH OFFICIAL ACTS
Kevin Kasting
Darrin Sipes 5th OPEN 5th M/M Roger Wehrkamp BAPTISMS:
USHERS: 12th  M/MJon Findley ~ |12th M/M Bill Pollert Q8L Kooy Feve CRgoidng
Wetzel Team M/M MarkWaskom FUNERALS:
Kasting Team 19th M/M Max Pollert 03-07 Anita Akers
19th  M/M James Seniors 03-31 Jim Davis
ALTAR C;L;.:!T_]DE.;Obb M/M Mark Waskom |26th Pastor & Mary Sauls TRANSFERS IN:
3 03-05 Chris, Molly, Owen,
Becky Morris 26th  M/M Mike Hall poihs s i
Jodi Mellencamp, g
GREETERS: e Waymansville
8:00 LeAnn Osterman (Please phone the church office
10:30 at 522-1837 if you would like to
sponsor a radio broadcast)
MARCH STATISTICS AND CONTRIBUTIONS
03-01 03-02 | 03-04 03-08 | 03-09 | 03-11 03-15 | 03-16 | 03-18 | 03-22 03-23 | 03-25
OFFERINGS 9284.61 | 711.00 | 96630 | 7905.15 | 4929.17 | 1186.80 | 7325.13 | 432.11 | 1033.00 | 9039.00 | 10418.00 856.24
ATTEDANCE
8:00 Service| 125 94 120 116
10:30 Service| 216 278 227 201
Monday Night 31 47 29 46
Lenten Service
185 215 144 175
Communion
109 157 99 140 24
Sunday School
OFFERINGS 71.61 65.00 70.00 53.87




01

02

03

05

07

08

Donna Currao 15
Curtis Miller

Jean Davis

Joseph Engelking
Dorothy Miller

Rick Bridgewater 16

Imogene Fosbrink

Scotty Wessel
Andrew Ream
Adrienne Farrow 17
Betty Kasperlain 18
Judy Myers

Andrew Potischmidt
Deloris Wessel

Jim Ude 19
Carrie Pettay
Elijah Pettay
Karen Schroer
Diane Ruddick 20
Troy Lucas :
Amy Heideman 21
Sarah Hall 22
Larry Burchell
Todd Jacoby 25
Logan Johnson
Martha Rindahl

Lou Duncan

26
27

Frank Wilson 28

Don Pridgen
Aleta Kiel
Michael Miller

Alex Royalty 29

Katrina Miller 30  Diane Martin

Janice Robinson 31 Barbara Prince
LaTrecia Kasting Todd Neawedde
Keaton Seniours Stefan Price
Jillian Tormoehlen Mackenzie Holtz

David Mellencamp
Timothy Barker

Emerald Hays
Andrea Heideman
Brad Banister
Delores Waldkoetter
Matt Lambert
Robert Kieser
David Carson
Karen Sipes
Michael Healy
Isaiah Robinson
Mattalyn Barker
Jessica Burns
Conner Howard
Zacheus Clark
Lora Mae Naffe
Matt Mellencamp
Florence Ude
Sheila Campbell
Madeliene Moody
Arlene Schmeilau
Mary Mellencamp
Kip Kiel

Jackie Engleking
Jessica Schroer

James Ruddick

7
03
05

Tammy & David Grelle
Kelly & Mathew Speicher
Janet & Jim Shelton
Jennifer & Keith Watson

Lisa & Randy McCoy

Marjorie & Ed Patman
07  Jennifer & David Carson
18 Kimmila & James Elliott
20 Kim & Bob Klosterman

21 Stacey & Jeff Corbin

01

02
03

09

14

15
16

21
23
23
25
26
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Imogene Fosbrink 21  Bridget Longmeier
Daniel Carpenter 22 Diane Ruddick
Katrina Miller 23 Pam Underwood
Alex Cain Cameron Klakamp
Barbara Hughes 25 Andrew Pottschmidt
Ann Cain 26 Rev. Ottis Sauls
Shana Browning 27 Jim Ude

Maxx Fisher Jennifer Carson
Tracey Anders Klay Caudell

Regan Cain 28 Thomas Mellencamp
Haylee Barker 29 Jessica Gross
Danny Jaynes 30  Judy Myers

Alex Schepman 31 Robert Schroer
Mattelynn Nicholson Colby Lukemeyer
Sarah Bishop

Madelyn Nay

Emilee Followell

Leanna Burbrink

Dalton Polley '
Dillon Polley

Cassie Theilen

Taylor Royalty
Hannah Barker

Daniel Kelley
Scotty Wessel
Lisa Wallace
Lanci Lucas
Brian Polley
Ryan Otte
Mark Bowling
Charles Fish

Velma Wischmeier
U m— e S e ——— e s e e e

Nancy & Kevin Shelley 27

Donna & Bryan Skinner 28
Amy & Lew Heideman 29
Lori & Tony Rutherford

Juanita & Art Korte

T TN e fFa XS He YA T |

Julie & Michael Kleinpeter
Ruth & Mark Hoffmeier
Freda & Don Ude









